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Project Updates
that people, organisations and zoos have become increasingly interested and concerned about helping to conserve this
endangered species. With this in mind, a long-term strategy
has been in place since 2002 that will help overcome problems in the community and thus guarantee the preservation
of T. pinchaque and its habitat in this region of the Tolima
Department.
The first step of this strategy is to ascertain the population
status of the species inside the indigenous territory. This is
presently being undertaken in collaboration with the Tolima
Government.
The biological and health research program will then be
followed by the controlled breeding of this species within the
indigenous territory and natural habitat of the tapir. This will
be in situ management, stimulated by the success obtained
with reproduction of this species in zoos.
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Tolima Jimba Kush
By Franz Kastón Flórez

Once the young tapirs are obtained, there will be two lines
of action:

J

imba Kush or mountain horse is what the Nasa Wesh community (indigenous Paez people of the Central Colombian
Cordillera), call the mountain tapir (Tapirus pinchaque). This
indigenous group migrated to the Tolima department from
the Cauca Department in the south of Colombia about a
century ago. The Nasa Wesh community has lived closely
with this species, now endangered due to natural resource
exploitation.
In 2000, an application to export a pair of wild caught
mountain tapirs out of Colombia to Asia failed. Colombia
conservationists proposed a plan that would lead to advancement in the knowledge and preservation of this endangered
mammal in Colombia itself. In addition, the preservation of
this species must also have a positive impact on the quality of
life of the people that currently share their environment with
the mountain tapir. Today there is the opportunity to invite
the Nasa Wesh to share in the planning process.
The department of Tolima has three National Parks (the
parks of Hermosas, Nevados and Nevado del Huila) within
its boundaries. All these parks have tapirs and some degree
of protection is afforded to the species. However, there are
also mountain tapirs outside national parks that do not have
any legal protection. For this reason, the location of the
Nasa Wesh indigenous community in the Tolima Department
between the Nevado del Huila Park and the Hermosas Park,
directly links them with the future of this species and its habitat.
The current situation of the Tolima Department that has
such influence over the future of the mountain tapir, is that
it has many farmers with various socio-economic needs; the
original landscape has been transformed into agriculture
including cattle ranching, potato, poppy and pasture cultivation. Furtive hunting of tapirs occurs and the opening of a
new highway to cross the Central Cordillera has also had an
impact. There have been armed insurgents in the area in the
past, but since a regional peace pact in 1995 with the Nasa
Wesh communities these problems have improved.
Internationally, it has become more and more evident
Tapir Conservation

n

Newsletter of the IUCN/SSC Tapir Specialist Group

1. The establishment of a core of individuals born
in the Central Cordillera that can be used as
support to interact demographically and genetically
with captive and wild populations;
2. Agreements developed with zoos exhibiting these
captive born animals outside Colombia could
channel important economic resources back into
the country to benefit local tapir conservation
initiatives.
These actions will help indigenous peoples and farmers
understand that the value of the mountain tapir goes beyond
food. It can become a positive resource to the community involved in a world-wide effort to conserve the Andean
bio-system. It can represent jobs for members of the local
communities.
In the educational context, workshops have been and will
be conducted to inform the indigenous community about the
biology and conservation of the species and its habitat and
enable coordinated efforts.
It has been suggested that the mountain tapir be named
the Colombian national animal. This will help inform the
Colombian people about the species, establish it as an emblem
and thus emphasise the value of the tapir and the importance
of preserving biodiversity in the Colombian Andes.
We are all aware of how difficult this job will be but we are
enthusiastic about the fact that the region still has something
very important – mountain tapirs in their natural habitat. We
hope that, as the designated objectives are achieved, the
efforts of the local peoples will not permit this species to disappear from Colombia.
Additionally, DNA samples of different tapirs of the area
have been obtained and these will be used to measure the
genetic diversity of the population. This, together with health
evaluations, will allow for detailed knowledge regarding the
health and biological characteristics of these T. pinchaque
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Project Updates
individuals from the Tolima locality and thus support the
conservation strategy.
Up until now, the tasks have been difficult because it
is not easy to obtain financial resources in Colombia to
develop these activities. However, we hope that by using
strategies such as the development of a poster showing
images, articles and providing information about mountain
tapirs and international contributions, we can overcome these
obstacles.
I want to thank Ovidio Paya (indigenous Nasa Wesh
Governor of Gaitania-Tolima) and Juan Carlos Escobar
(naturalist) and the other people who made the development
of this project possible. I am also grateful to Sheryl Todd
and Patrícia Medici for comments on an earlier version of this
manuscript.

The Nasa Wesh indigenous
community plays a role in
conservation of mountain
tapirs in Colombia.
Photo by Franz Kaston Flórez.

Franz Kaston Flórez
E-mail: tapirlanudo@hotmail.com

Ecuador
Attitudes to Tapirs, Wilderness, and
Wildlife Conservation in and around
Sangay National Park, Ecuador

guan (Cracidae spp.). Five communities (33%) each hunted the agouti (Dasyprocta punctata, D. fuliginosa) and the
white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) of the paramos.
Four communities (27%) hunted mountain tapirs (Tapirus
pinchaque) and wild guinea pigs (Cavia aperea, Cavia spp.).
In two communities each (13%), Andean bear (Tremarctos
ornatus), parrots, collared peccaries (Tayassu tajacu) and
white-lipped peccaries (T. pecari), toucans, macaws, monkeys,
and various doves were hunted, including the black-winged
ground dove (Metriopelia melanoptera). Two communities
(13%) also hunted the lowland tapir (Tapirus terrestris). One
community (7%) hunted the northern pudu (Pudu mephistophiles).
Of 569 adults surveyed, 358, or 63%, knew of the
mountain tapir, while 296, or 52%, knew of the lowland
tapir. However, the two species were often confused. Of
the 15 communities interviewed, nine communities, or 60%,
had members who had observed tapirs in and along rivers;
eight communities had observed them at salt licks; seven in
cloud forests; six in paramos; while five communities knew of
them through visits to local zoos, such as the one in Baños,
or another, called “Fatima”, near Puyo. One community had
observed tapirs at the community’s well.
Six communities, 40%, indicated a shift in altitude by
mountain tapirs between the lower forests during the rainy
season and the higher forests and still higher open paramos
during the dry season. The Shuars of Wapu said the lowland
tapir is rapidly disappearing from the lower elevations of the
Park along the eastern pie de monte Andean flank. This
ancient tribe, a.k.a. Jivaro (Sp.), indicated that lowland tapirs
shifted down in altitude during rainier seasons in parallel

By Craig C. Downer
Introduction

A

questionnaire survey of 15 settlements around Sangay
National Park between October 2001 and March 2002
attempted to reveal the current status of the knowledge, attitudes and lifestyles of inhabitants living in and around the
Park that could have an impact on both the park, its tapirs
and other wildlife and the forest and paramo habitat. The
survey was undertaken using a standard questionnaire and
the results are expressed as percentages either of all adults
responding or of the total communities surveyed which had
each reached a consensus regarding the question asked. This
is a part of the original report.
Results
Sixty percent, or 303 individuals indicated they hunted and
fished. All 15 communities surveyed contained fishermen.
Seven of the 15 communities (47%) had members who
hunted the common red brocket deer (Mazama americana)
and/or the little red brocket deer (Mazama rufina), which is
of Near Threatened status. Six of the communities (40%)
hunted many bird species. Three communities (20%) hunted
the Andean Guan (Penelope montagnii) and other species of
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